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August 11, 2020 

Denka Company Limited 

 

Approval for Manufacturing and Marketing of COVID-19 Rapid Antigen Test in Japan 

~ QuickNavi™- COVID19 Ag to be distributed to Japanese Medical Institutions starting on August 13 ~ 

 

< Rapid Antigen Test for COVID-19, QuickNavi™- COVID19 Ag > 

 

On August 11
th
, Denka Company Limited (headquarters: Chuo-ku, Tokyo; president: Manabu Yamamoto; 

hereinafter, “Denka”) received approval for the manufacturing and marketing of rapid antigen test for 

COVID-19 in Japan. As the in vitro diagnostic test, QuickNavi™- COVID19 Ag is to be available for sales for 

medical institutions from August 13
th
 with the capacity to produce up to 100,000 tests per day at Denka’s Gosen 

Site (Gosen-shi, Niigata). Denka’s marketing alliance partner, Otsuka Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd. (headquarters: 

Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo; President and Representative Director: Makoto Inoue) also launch QuickNavi™- 

COVID19 Ag  on September 1st. The impact of this development on the consolidated financial statements for 

the coming fiscal year ending March 2021 is under evaluation. In case this event would give a substantial 

impact, Denka would announce accordingly.  

 

  QuickNavi™- COVID19 Ag detects the antigens from SARS-CoV-2 in a nasopharyngeal swab sample 

within 15 minutes without the need for special testing equipment allowing rapid, simple and near patient testing 

at healthcare institutions. In addition, to prepare for seasonal influenza season in Japan, Denka is now 

developing the test to detect both SARS-CoV-2 and influenza antigens from the single swab sample. 

Furthermore, Denka is proactively working to shorten the time to results and to add other types of specimen to 

be used. 

 

Considering measures against the COVID-19 novel coronavirus to be the company’s social responsibility, 

Denka began developing this product this February, leveraging the technologies and know-how that the 

company has built over the years through the development and manufacturing of diagnostic reagents for 

infectious diseases. In response to the rapid global spread of COVID-19 and the increasing demand for the 

quick expansion of testing systems in Japan, Denka has collaborated with the National Institute of Infectious 

Diseases (NIID) through the involvement of the Japan Agency for Medical Research and Development 

(AMED) project to develop the test. Thanks to their support, Denka accelerated the process by receiving 
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