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Commencement of Production of Diethyl Malonate, Raw Materials for “Avigan” 

  

Denka Company Limited (headquarters: Chuo-ku, Tokyo; president: Manabu Yamamoto; 

hereinafter “Denka”) is pleased to announce that Denka will commence production of diethyl 

malonate, a raw material used to produce the anti-flu medicine Avigan® Tablet (generic name: 

Favipiravir; “Avigan” hereinafter) that is administered to patients with the COVID-19 coronavirus 

(“COVID-19,” hereinafter), at the Omi Plant in Itogawa, Niigata Prefecture, on May 16, 2020. 

 

Regarding countermeasures to COVID-19 as its social responsibility, Denka has prepared to build 

production equipment as its top priority. Continuously working with the parties concerned, Denka 

will start shipment from the end of May to June and will secure a sufficient raw material supply to 

achieve stockpiles of Avigan for two million patients, which the Japanese government has 

determined as an urgent economic policy. 

*Avigan is a registered trade name of FUJIFILM Toyama Chemical Co., Ltd. 

 

For reference: 

Notice Concerning the Supply of Raw Materials for “Avigan” dated April 2, 2020 

https://www.denka.co.jp/storage/news/pdf/714/20200402_denka_supply_dem.pdf 

 

About Denka: Denka is a chemical manufacturer headquartered in Chuo-ku, Tokyo. The company 

specializes in developing business activities on a global scale across a wide range of fields, from 

inorganic and organic chemicals, to electronic materials and pharmaceuticals. Founded in 1915, 

Denka has steadily continued to develop and manufacture products that contribute to the 

development of society by fully utilizing its unique concepts and technological capabilities. 

Upholding its corporate slogan, “Possibility of Chemistry,” the company and its president, Manabu 

Yamamoto, are committed to contributing to the sound development of society while sincerely 

tackling the challenges that society is now confronting. 
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